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RSB-Royal Society of Biology
· The RSB is a professional body. 
· What is a professional body? Well, they can be described as an organization that is there to support a particular profession.
· Examples in the sciences include the Royal Society of Chemistry, the Institute of Physics, and the British Ecological Society.
· However, they do not have to be science-based. There is professional bodies out there for every profession.
· Overall here at the RSB, we help to support the biosciences and your futures within it.
· Therefore, at the RSB, we cover a wide range of topics, and these are the four key areas that we work in.
· We help to work on big-scale government policies. Ones in the past have included plant and animal biosecurity as a result of Brexit, and the UK's 25-year environment plan.
· We help with education and professional development. Our education team helps to design the curriculum for 5-18 year olds, provide teaching resources, and help with the policies related to education.
· Built to provide support for those working in the biosciences industry by providing career advice and CPD, for example.
· And then finally, we help to engage and encourage public interest through events, competitions, and awards. And I'm going to expand on some of these a bit more over the following slides as well.

· We currently have over 23,000 individual members and organisational members across the world. These include practicing scientists from large companies such as AstraZeneca, probably many of your lecturers are members as well, and we have some honorary fellows, such as David Attenborough, Brian Cox, and Jane Goodall.
· So as a student on an accredited degree, you're eligible for a free membership throughout your studies, and I'll give further details on how to apply at the end of the presentation, but over the next few slides, I'm going to go over how an RSB membership can support you now and in your future career.
· So, to start with, all members of the RSB receive a free subscription to our peer-reviewed magazine, The Biologists. Content includes interviews with scientists, review articles, topical pieces on policy and new developments, as well as photography sections.
· You can get access to emerging topics in the Life Sciences, which is a journal written for an interdisciplinary audience.
· Each issue of this focuses on a new or growing key topic, and is then guest-edited by an expert in that field.
· We also have the Oxford Biology Primers, which is our textbook series that was published in partnership with Oxford University Press. These textbooks aim to give students aged 16 to 19 a first taste of studying biology beyond school.
· Then we have our weekly newsletters, where you can stay up to date with the latest science policy developments, which can range from health and biomedicine, to environmental ecology, to government and parliament.
· And also our monthly newsletters, where you can receive news about the RSB, our events, grants, competitions, and awards.
· So here you can see all of the key policy areas that the RSV works in.
· And not only do we get involved in policy of the sciences, but we also look at those working within the sciences, as you can see with the bottom two, research environment and practice, and equality and diversity.
· So, our members help to influence each topic, and how we work with the government to develop around it.
· Up next, we've got, professional development.
· So, you may have already heard of CPD before, or you will do as you go through your degree. At the RSB, we offer CPD training courses, which stands for Continuing Professional Development, and our members can save 50% on these courses.
· We have a wide range of courses.
· Available include persuasive scientific report writing, introduction to project management, introduction to Science Communication, and Core Business Skills for Biologists. More recently, we've also launched some in-person practical skills workshops.
· So, CPD is based on a points system, and if you get 50 points or more in a year, you'll be given a certificate.
· You can also earn CPD points by completing other activities, such as attending RSB-approved events and work-based learning.
· You can also put all of these skills that you learn through your CPD onto your CV.
· And you can use our online careers resources for advice on what to do next, as well as our online job… online jobs board, where we list career opportunities in the biosciences.
· We also hold an annual Bioscience Careers Day, where you can hear experts, give top tips on careers that are available to those within the biological sciences, and it also acts as an opportunity to network with biological professionals and other students, and meet representatives from a variety of the top organisations.
· So, we also have a lot of other opportunities available to our members.
· In a normal year, the RSP have organized more than 400 events.
· In the past, these have included fundraisers, such as an evening with David Attenborough for our 10-year anniversary, and other events, including our AGM, Charter Lectures, and Fellows Lunches.
· We also offer grants for overseas travel in connection with biological study, teaching, or research, and we've helped to fund travel for master's research to Madagascar, Pennsylvania, and South America, so if you think that's something that you're interested in, it's definitely worth looking into with us.
· We have lots of other activities you can get involved in as a member.
· You can volunteer in public engagement at a range of science fairs and festivals around the countries.
· We've had students go and run activities in schools on climate change, in photosynthesis.
· Another grant we offer is the Outreach and Engagement Grant Scheme, so if you have an idea for an event and are looking for some additional funds to help make it happen, you can apply for a grant of up to £1,000.
· We have awards available, such as the Top Student Award for those who graduate top of their class, and the Top Project Awards for the Best Final Year Project.
· Nominees for the Top Project Award will be invited to our annual awards ceremony, which is normally held at the House of Commons here in London.
· We also run photography competitions where the winner wins £1,000, and this is often picked up by BBC News.
· Our annual Biology Week showcases the world of biosciences, getting everyone from children to professional biologists involved in life science activities.
· So that's a bit on memberships, and I just quickly wanted to go over accreditation and what this means. So, you might have seen that your degree is accredited by the RSB, but wondered what this actually means for you guys. So, accreditation is one way of showing employers that you have the knowledge and skills that they're looking for.
· The accreditation program has an established profile of skills employees can recognise in graduates, including technical skills, critical thinking, data handling, use of stats, and an understanding of maths, physics, and chemistry.
· So, studying a degree that has been awarded accreditation by the RSP has the potential benefit of greater employability prospects and enhanced competitiveness in a crowded jobs market.
· As I've stated here, make sure that when you graduate, you're highlighted on your CV that your degree has been awarded accreditation by the Royal Society of Biology, and it should also be on your graduating transcripts.
· So, as I mentioned earlier, students on all years of an accredited program are eligible for a free membership, the student affiliate grade.
· Yes, this is for current students only, so students that are on the accredited courses, so no matter what year you're on it, though, you can apply for it.
· There is then also a discount, which I will get to. If you graduate from an accredited course, you can get a discount off of it as well.
· But with your free membership, you'll receive all of the benefits that I've mentioned in the previous slides, and you should hopefully have received some information from your lecturers on how to join. But it's as simple as we have a quick join link, and you can complete it with your details.
· If you'd like to continue your membership after you graduate, then you'll be eligible to apply for the membership at associate grade, which will open up networks at a crucial time when applying for jobs, and allow you to use your post and orbital letters as well, boost your recognition.
· And then here, I've just got some key websites and contacts, so the top two websites are the Royal Society of Biology website, and then the accreditation page.
· Then the emails that I've collected are the membership email from RSP, so if you have any problems when you're applying for your free membership, just drop these guys an email and they'll be able to sort it out for you.
· Got the accreditation joint email address, and then Tessa Gibson and my email addresses, and we are both accreditation officers, so if you do think of any questions after today, and you would like to ask them, then please feel free to use any of those emails.
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